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Abstract 



PURPOSE:To enable accurate focusing control by selecting a welglit coefficient when a high brightness part is in 
existence in a picked-up object so as to reduce the degree of contribution of a high frequency component to a 
direction discrimination value due to the high brightness part. CONSTITUTION:A high brightness detection circuit 9 
detects Information relating to whether or not a scanning line in a sample area Is in crossing with a high brightness 
part in a picked-up object formed on an image pickup face of a CCD 2 for each scanning line and outputs the result 
to a microcomputer MC1 1. The MC1 1 selects a weight coefficient when the high brightness part is in existence in the 
picked-up object to decrease the contribution of the high brightness part to the direction discrimination of the high 
frequency component thereby increasing the contribution of the direction discrimination value of the high frequency 
component based on a contrast of the image pickup object other than the high brightness part. Thus, mis- 
discrimlnation of the focal position due to the increase In the high frequency component of the high brightness part is 
avoided and an unnatural movement of a focusing lens 1 for each scanning frame is eliminated. 
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